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unknown. But the villagers, instead of practising
infanticide often send their girls to the town as foster
maids in big families as well as to special philanthropic
institutions. Moreover, in the town, I found that
infanticide was less practised. In consequence it is
to be expected that the sex ratio will be higher than in
the village. The difference in the sex ratio between
town and village has led to the practice of women
being supplied from the town to the village. For
instance, when a maid servant in the town comes of age,
her master will arrange a marriage for her with villa-
gers. In the village, I know eleven such cases (repre-
senting 2*5 per cent, of the married*women).

Late marriage is also due to the high expense of the
ceremony. Though I could not discover a definite
figure for such expenses, a rough estimate is about
five hundred dollars (VI1-7). This amount is equiva-
lent to the total yearly family expenditure, During
the past few years of depression, marriage has been
entirely suspended. The depression of rural industry
has fundamentally challenged the existing marriage
proceedings. But since marriage cannot be postponed
indefinitely, another type of marriage is found. This
is the so-called siaosiv system : siaosiv meaning small
daughter-in-law or more precisely the foster daughter-
in-law.

The parents of the boy will take a girl as foster-child
at a very early age, the future mother-in-law even
feeding her at her breast, and will take care of her up
to marriage. All the elaborate proceedings such as
match-making, marriage gifts, the sending of the
meeting-boat and sedan chair, will not be needed, if
the daughter-in-law has been brought up in her
husband's house. Some of the siaosw even do not